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As we’ve seen, health care and health care reform elicit robust debate 
in the U.S. today. There is little consensus, and that makes for exciting and 
high-stakes policy conversations. We will stage just such a conversation in class 
on Wednesday, April 26. 

The project is in three parts: 

• Research day, in class, with laptops, on Monday April 24
• Write a 2-3 page policy paper taking 1 narrow, specific position and backing up that 

position by citing your sources. NOTE: This does “not* have to be a position with 
which you actually agree in real life. In other words, this isn’t a paper explaining 
YOUR opinion about health care. This is a carefully researched debate position.      
Big difference! Anticipate that your position will be challenged… how will you 
defend it? The paper is due in class on Wednesday, April 26

• Attend class on April 26 and participate in a round-robin style debate to see if your 
position wins. 

Appropriate sources: newspaper articles, op-ed essays, journal articles, books, reports, white 
papers, press releases, podcasts, news programs, interview statements, carefully vetted websites

Not appropriate sources: comic news (e.g. The Late Show, John Oliver, SNL, etc); Wikipedia; 
blogs; Facebook posts

Citation: proper & complete citations in a standard academic reference style, including all the 
quotations and sources you referenced



Some Possible Policy Positions 

Health insurance should be a free-market system with little or no government 
regulation.  

Health insurance should be paid for by the government. 

Health care should be provided by the government.  

All Americans should be insured.  

All people who live in the United States should be insured.  

If universal coverage is mandated, the best way to cover everyone is to…. 

National health insurance undermines American free market capitalism. It is socialized 
medicine and therefore… (pick one) 

• dangerous to our political system 
• results in poorer-quality outcomes 
• unfairly rations care 

If people are making unhealthy lifestyle choices which drive up their risk/care/costs, 
their insurance should be limited. And that limit should be defined as….  

A single-payer system is preferred, because…. 

In a single-payer system, the government should control the system.  

In a single-payer system, the government should not control the system.  

A multi-payer system is preferred, because… 

Health care is a civil right. 

Health care is not a civil right.  

Achieving universal coverage is the highest priority of health care reform. The best way 
to reach that goal is…. 

Lowering/containing health care costs is the highest priority of health care reform. The 
best way to reach that goal is…. 

Improving patient outcomes/public health outcomes is the highest priority of health 
care reform. The best way to reach that goal is… 

Higher health care costs are necessary as an incentive to innovation, discovery, and 
improvements in care. If reimbursements dropped, so would the quality of health care.  



The best person to decide on a medical treatment is the patient and/or the patient’s 
family.  

The best person to decide on a medical treatment is the doctor/ provider. 

The best person to decide on a medical treatment is someone who represents the 
insurance companies because they have access to national standards for best practices. 

It’s good policy for healthy workers to bear (some of?) the costs of health care for 
retirees and those who cannot work. Because…. 

It’s bad policy for healthy workers to bear (some of?) the costs of health care for retirees 
and those who cannot work. Because…. 

The standard of basic health care should be what members of Congress get. Everyone 
should get at least that, and if you want a better plan you can pay the difference.  

The standard of basic health care should be… . Everyone should get at least that, or 
else… 

The bureaucracy of a large private health insurance system employs a lot of Americans. 
If we reformed that system those valuable jobs would be lost and those people would 
swell the rolls of the unemployed.  

The threat of malpractice lawsuits in our current system ultimately benefits patients 
because providers give excellent care out of fear of being sued. The system we have is a 
deterrent to substandard care.  

A better solution to frivolous and expensive medical malpractice suits is to create 
alternative methods of dispute resolution outside our existing court system, such as 
“health courts” or mediation, to keep these cases from clogging the system and enriching 
lawyers.  
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