HI 112, Fall 2012






Dr. Tona Hangen


“History Now” Project 






Due December 7, 2012
This packet was probably designed by a student in HI 113 (US History Since 1945) in the spring of 2010, although a few more have been added to the class set since then. 
The original assignment asked students to choose one significant event in American history since 1980 (and also to consider what defines an “event” in the first place). Based on that event, they assembled a packet of 3-5 primary sources, and wrote an introductory essay to explain their chosen sources. Some of the packets also include a “writing prompt” for the future user, i.e. a suggested question which the documents might be able to help answer. 

Your “History Now” assignment involves these steps: 

1) Critique and assess the existing packet according to the worksheet on the back of this page. Spend some time evaluating the included materials as reliable historical sources. 
2) Determine if your packet contains a viable writing prompt. 


3) IF YES, then Write a short essay (2-3 pages) using the evidence in this packet, addressing the question in the prompt, and using only the materials in the packet as you received it. Your essay should also address what you learned about recent US history by studying this event. 
4) Choose one new source to add to the packet and provide either the source itself or a reliable permalink/ stable url for it. 

4) Write a 1-page explanation and justification of why you chose this new source and why it should be included in this packet. 

3) IF NO, then first Choose  one new source to add to the packet and provide either the source itself or a reliable permalink/ stable url for it. 

4) then Write  a prompt/essay question for a future user that would use only the materials in the packet (including your new addition)

5) Write a 1-page explanation and justification of why you chose this new source and why it should be included in this packet. 
IMPORTANT: DON’T PUT YOUR NAME ON ANY PART OF THE PROJECT
Submit all 4 parts of your assignment (assessment + essay or prompt + new source + explanation-justification) in this page protector sleeve, along with the original folder
Due in class on Friday, December 7th.
If you choose, you can submit it early by putting in my History mailbox (Sullivan 327-B). 
Please note: This project cannot be submitted electronically, and it cannot be submitted late.  

I will not accept the project, in any form, after class ends on December 7th.  

Packet Assessment Worksheet
Respond to these questions by checking the appropriate box: 

	Contents – Does the packet contain…
	Yes
	No

	Introductory essay
	
	

	Writing prompt that works well w/ the sources
	
	

	Complete full-text sources 
	
	

	Links to sources that you had to look up
	
	

	Any “dead” links that didn’t work
	
	


Respond to these questions in writing, in at least 1 well-constructed paragraph for each question:  

Was the event clearly defined?

Did the packet’s creator(s) justify the event’s significance? In other words, was it clear to you why this event was important in US history? 

Did the introductory essay (if included) provide essential background to help you understand this event?

Was a clear research objective or writing prompt included?

Were enough sources included in the packet to be able to answer the question provided in the prompt? If the sources were online or they were only given as links, were they still working/live? 
Did the additions of later students improve the packet of materials, and were those students’ justifications for including the new sources persuasive? 
What do you think this packet is lacking or how could it be improved?
History Now Rubric – Existing Packet

	Name
	Packet #
	Topic
	 

	 
	4 = exemplary
	Score
	My Comments

	Critique and assessment
	Demonstrates strong understanding of what makes a reliable historical source.  Offers clear and thoughtful assessment.
	
	  

	Short Essay

Or 

New Prompt
	Uses evidence well, addresses packet’s learning objectives. Offers good recommendations for improvement. 
	
	 

	New Source
	Adds a strong, reliable and/or web-stable new source
	
	

	Source Justification
	Provides persuasive justification for the new source
	
	

	Overall Project Grade

 /20
	Completes all parts with excellence
	
	


YES





NO








