Document Project 15 – Prepare Ahead for Monday, Feb 4
“American Indians and Whites in the West” 

A note on terminology: “Indians” is acceptable but not very precise. Use tribe name, if known. “Native Americans” is also acceptable. “Natives” is NOT acceptable. Try not to lump all “white people” into a single category, either. Don’t use “the white man” as a plural category. 

Document 15.1 Buffalo Hunting, c. 1875



Document Genre__________________________
Who made this, and why? What would it look / feel like as a physical object? What is “quilling”? What evidence does it provide of Plains Indians using items from the culture of white settlers? 

Document 15.2 Poster Advertising Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, 1893 

Document Genre__________________________
Who was Buffalo Bill (and why that name)? Why did it serve his commercial purposes to portray the West as “Wild” in the 1890s? How are the people on the poster depicted and what is the intended meaning of those depictions? 

Document 15.3 George C. Duffield’s Cowboy Diary, 1866 
Document Genre__________________________

What was life actually like for a cowboy in the 1860s? What can this document tell us about the larger story of Western settlement and cultural mixing? 

Document 15.4 White Caps Flier, 1890

Document Genre__________________________

Who were the Las Gorras Blancas and what part of the West did they live in? What does their manifesto tell us about their motivations, priorities, and possibilities in the borderlands around 1890? Would you interpret this document more as an example of racial and ethnic conflict, or of class conflict? 
Document 15.5 James Michael Cavanaugh, Support for Indian Extermination, 1868
Document Genre__________________________

Who was Cavanaugh and who is his audience for this speech? Why did he support genocide against Indian tribes in the West? What assumptions and generalizations does he make about all Indians? Do you think his view supported or opposed official US policy at the time? 

Document 15.6 Helen Hunt Jackson, Challenges to Indian policy, 1881

Document Genre__________________________

Who was Jackson and who was her audience in this book? What assumptions and generalizations does she make about all Indians? Who is she criticizing in this excerpt, and why? Do you think her view supported or opposed official US policy at the time? 

Document 15.7 Thomas Nast, “Patience Until the Indian is Civilized – So To Speak,” 1878

Document Genre__________________________

Who was Thomas Nast and where did he live? What kind of a drawing is this? How are the people in this drawing depicted and what is the intended meaning of those depictions? Whose side is Thomas Nast taking here? 

Document 15.8 Zitkala-Sa, “Life at an Indian Boarding School,” 1921

Document Genre__________________________

Note: if you want to see more of her book, it is in the public domain & easily found online in full text

Who was Zitkala-Sa / Gertrude Simmons Bonnin (and why does she have two names), and what part of the West did she live in? What does her memoir of her childhood tell us about the impact of Indian policy on individuals and tribes? Why do you think she published this book in the 1920s? 

Document 15.9 Chief Joseph, View on Indian Affairs, 1879

Document Genre__________________________

Who was Chief Joseph and what part of the West did he live in? Who was his audience for this statement, and where was it given? (Was it given in English? If not, who wrote it down or translated it?) What does his statement tell us about the Nez Perce tribe’s motivations, priorities, and possibilities in the late 1870s? 

During our Document Workshop we will seek to answer… 

How do these documents help illuminate the human impact of Indian policy as it changed over time from the 1860s to the early 1900s? 

How do these documents help you appreciate the historical complexities happening in the region of the American West in the late 19th century? 

